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September 06, 2022 

Meeting of the B&G Committee using Zoom teleconference 

Members of the B&G Committee present: Miles Bojanic, Don Dale, Joe Lamont, George Leyh, Kevin Skovira, 
Bob Travitz, Pat Wilmsen, and Deborah Erb. Doug Lorenzen was excused. 

Miles Bojanic, Chair, opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. Miles asked Bob Travitz to run the meeting since this was 
Miles’ first time attending a B&G meeting. 

REPORTS 

Superintendent Report 
Caleb Arnold worked through the end of August, an end date arrived at by Bob Travitz and the Executive 
Committee. The 30 days notice required by his contract will end September 16. Bob Travitz worked very closely 
with Caleb to get some larger projects done before he left. Nate Godfrey, the new independent contractor 
superintendent, starts on September 19. Bob Travitz will do what training he can. Hal Myers is working on 
preparing a contract for Nate Godfrey. Contracts are signed by the President; Miles asked to review the contract 
before it is signed. Pat Wilmsen stated the contract with Nate would be modeled on some of the content of the 
contract with Caleb; Debby Erb forwarded a copy of Caleb’s contract to Miles. 

Zoning Working Group 

Ben Slotznick was not present, nothing new to report. 

Tree Committee 
1. Though there is a moratorium on non-essential spending from the budget, Pat is going to bring two matters 

to the Finance Committee to request they be allowed. 
a. There is a tree behind 411 5th street that is estimated to be almost $4,000, even though it is a small 

tree, because Musser’s Tree Service has to use a crane to lower the tree sections to protect 
horseshoe pits below. The committee suggested contacting the owner to find out if they want the 
horseshoe pits to be preserved, Joe Lamont suggested we could stack up logs around the perimeter 
of the pits to protect them from falling logs.  

b. There is a dead branch on an oak tree near 407 6th that could damage property. Removal of the 
branch would be roughly $1,000 

2. The Greens made a large donation to the Tree Fund, restricted for the purchase of larger trees. 
3. While waiting for the planting of a Memorial Tree, the plaque was placed in the ground where the tree will 

be placed near the Library. This was done to facilitate a memorial service planned in the near future. 
4. Memorial bench placed in the community garden for Frances Bova. 
5. Memorial bench for Margaret Byford now in place near the library. 

Building Permit Application Review 
1. 612 2nd Street – still waiting for survey. 
2. 709 3rd Street – addition of screened in porch at rear of cottage. Don Dale made a motion to recommend 

approval of this building permit to the Board of Managers. Pat Wilmsen seconded the motion. Don added 
that there is no survey because all drawings show that the addition is clearly on their property. Don visited 
the site as well and sees absolutely no problems with the project. The motion passed unanimously. 

3. Garage WS 1st Street – extension of permission to place asphalt on land between 1st Street and garage. 
Because the asphalt work could not be done during Covid lockdowns and business back-ups, Pat Wilmsen 
made a motion to recommend that the building permit previously approved by the Board on 7/21/2020 be 
extended to expire September 2023. Don Dale seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  

4. Garage ES 1st Street –asphalt on land between 1st Street and garage. Before the garage was torn down and 
rebuilt, there was asphalt between the garage and 1st Street. Member is asking to replace the asphalt that 
was there previously. Don Dale made a motion to recommend approval of the building permit to the Board 
of Managers. Miles Bojanic seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. 109 5th Street – expand lower exterior deck. The Members submitted a survey of the property along with 
copies of permit approvals granted by West Cornwall Township and Lebanon County Planning 
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Department. The expansion of the deck would encroach on MGCA land. The deck cannot be expanded as 
is. The deck could be rebuilt to the current dimensions on MGCA land. Pat made a motion to have Debby 
Erb contact West Cornwall Township Zoning to let them know a portion of the deck would be expanded 
onto MGCA land, and to contact the Member and let them know their options. One, they could rebuild the 
portion of the deck on MGCA land to its current dimension, second, they could apply to the Executive 
Committee for an easement. The motion was seconded by Joe Lamont and passed unanimously. 
Debby was asked to also send a copy of the easement policy to the property owners. 

6. 403 Boehm Avenue – tree removals. Pat Wilmsen made a motion to recommend to the Board of Managers 
that they approve this building permit to remove the three small dead trees as described and mapped on the 
permit. Kevin Skovira seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

7. 111 1st Street – tree removal. Pat Wilmsen made a motion to recommend to the Board of Managers that 
they approve this building permit to remove a dead dogwood tree from the rear of the property. Joe 
Lamont seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

8. 501 6th Street – tree removal. Pat Wilmsen told the committee that the pine and oak trees are not dead, but 
the arborist has declared them a potential danger of falling in the near future and recommends their 
approval. Because of the liability issue, Pat Wilmsen reluctantly made a motion to recommend to the 
Board of Managers that they approve this building permit to remove the pine and oak tree as described and 
mapped on their building permit application. Joe Lamont seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

9. 611 1st Street – tree removal. There is a small tree leaning closer and closer to residence, may rest on the 
house shortly. Pat Wilmsen made a motion to recommend to the Board of Managers that they approve this 
building permit to remove a pine tree leaning towards residence. Don Dale seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously. While this may be an MGCA tree, the owner has offered to pay for its removal. 

MGCA Projects 
1. The committee reviewed the project list and project managers gave the updates to their projects. The 

project list with September 6, 2022 updates is attached to these minutes. Of particular note is the 
following: 

a. Karrie Hontz, 309 7th Street, had submitted an email with questions about the stormwater 
work. That email is attached to these minutes. Don gave the stormwater background. 
5-6 years ago, Members along Markwood expressed their concern about the amount of 
standing water and runoff on their road. A site evaluation done by Harbor Engineering in 2019 
had a long-term solution of a complete road design which also included the recommendation 
to hire a geotechnical engineer to perform a sub-surface investigation. 2019 estimates for this 
project ranged towards $200,000. Don Dale started an initiative to restore the originally 
designed storm-water system so that water was directed along the east-west streets towards 
Pinch Road. To this end, efforts were started first at Matthews Avenue, then at Mills Avenue 
and points south, until now they are looking at repairs along Boehm Avenue to restore the 
water flow towards Pinch Road. Thus far, great improvements have been seen, water has been 
re-directed as intended. [Note: These projects have been reported on over the past several 
years and in the MGCA Newsletters.] The hope is that a restoration of water flow to the 
original design will allow us to see more accurately what needs to be done for Markwood 
Avenue, thus greatly minimizing potential costs. 
As the work moves forward, if water, once re-directed, causes problems, those problems will 
be dealt with. 

b. Pat Wilmsen made a motion to request the Finance Committee to release $300 from the B&G 
Emergency Fund to pay for the re-wiring of the Office/Shed and complete the work necessary 
for the final electrical inspection. Seconded by Don Dale, the motion was approved 
unanimously. 

On-Going B&G Tasks 
1. Leaf RFP  

No responses yet. The committee discussed leaf collection options for this fall. Many committee 
members noted that in other communities, leaves are required to be bagged in order to be collected. As 
we do not have the equipment or people to pick up leaves in the older style, collecting bagged leaves is 
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thousands of dollars (possibly tens of thousands) less than alternative solutions. After much discussion, 
Miles made a motion to ask the Mt. Gretna Borough for a proposal, including costs, to pick up leaves 
along Batdorf Avenue, Bell Avenue, and 1st Street, to coincide with the two leaf collection dates the 
Borough has in the fall. [Note: Those three streets are the only streets the Borough’s leaf equipment 
can navigate.]; AND that member leaves would have to be bagged from this point out in order to be 
collected, bags could either be paper or ASTM standard compostable bags. The motion was seconded 
by Pat Wilmsen and passed unanimously.  
The committee will explore the feasibility of purchasing compostable bags to make available at cost to 
Members.  
Once bagged, leaves could be collected year-round. 
The committee agreed to cancel the order for the leaf mulcher. 

2. Snow RFP 
Buck’s Lawn Care Service is the only company that responded to the snow removal RFP. They’ve 
proposed snow removal at a cost of $150/hours and will provide his own equipment. Buck’s would 
clear all the roads designated to be plowed, our Superintendent would need to maintain the drifts once 
the roads are cleared and clear areas designated to be cleared by snowblower. Pat Wilmsen made a 
motion to award Buck’s Lawn Care Service the snow removal contract for the 2022-23 winter season. 
Miles Bojanic seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
The committee also needs to consider how the snow will be cleared from the Tabernacle roof, as the 
last company who was contracted to clear heavy snow is no longer in business. Miles is going to look 
into an alternative cable system that would melt the snow, require no manpower, and could be placed 
during the winter months only. 

3. DEP Engineering Services. (Doug Lorenzen) 
Doug submitted a written report. The DEP Capability Enhancement Program will have 4 action items: 

a. Create an asset management plan, 
b. Create a system map, 
c. Create a well-head protection program, and 
d. Complete a water audit of our system. 

A kickoff meeting was held August 17,2022 for the asset management program and system map. The 
DEP will get a quote from their contractor to determine whether or not they will proceed with the 
mapping. 

A kickoff meeting was held August 23, 2022 for the well-head protection program. Bill Care has 
expressed an interest in participating in this program and bringing in the Heights as well. 

The water audit meeting is scheduled for December 07, 2022. 

4. Equipment Inventory. 
Still need to decide what to do with our truck. Skid loader no longer has any trade-in value. Bob 
Travitz suggested sending out a SendinBlue with a list of needed items that the community may be 
willing to donate. 

5. PA 1 Call. 
On hold until system map is created. 

New Business 
1. The street sign at 8th & Boehm was broken off by a truck. Dave Kuligowski has offered to replace the 

sign. The committee agreed to give him permission to do so. 
2. The Carter parking lot needs replacement signs to indicate it is for Members only. Sign cost needs to 

be added to the 2023 budget. 
3. Pat Wilmsen proposed we add signs to all the MGCA entrances limiting the height and weight of 

trucks that are allowed in the community.  
4. Bob Travitz reported that the handrail at Pinch and Boehm cannot be repaired. The committee agreed 

that it does not need to be replaced and will just remove it. 
5. The Lorex hard drive for the dumpsters needs to be replaced at a cost of $229. This may be able to be 

done as part of the $300 for the shed electric repairs. 
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6. A member asked whether dogs were allowed to run in the playground, having witnessed several within 
the fence. Bob Travitz reported that there is already a sign stating no pets are allowed, the fine is $100. 

7. A member has asked to place hard rubber speed bumps at their own expense on 3rd Street south of 
Mills Ave. and an additional one on Mills Avenue. Don Dale made a motion to recommend to the 
Board of Managers that this member be allowed to place the speed bumps. Don stated they will not 
impact the storm water flow project. The plows will need to be alerted as to the bump locations. Miles 
Bojanic seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

8. Miles asked if the B&G committee meeting could be held on a different date. The committee agreed to 
move the meeting date to the first Monday of the month unless that Monday is a holiday, in which case 
the meeting would be on a Tuesday. 

Adjourn 10:27 p.m. 

Attachments: 

2022.08.25 email from K. Hontz, 309 7th, re storm water work 

September Project List Updates 



Storm water redirect plan

Karrie Hontz <karrie.hontz@yahoo.com> Thu, Aug 25, 2022 at 5:51 PM
To: Mt Gretna Campmeeting <office@mtgretnacampmeeting.org>

For Building and Grounds:

At the last BOM meeting, there was a statement made that there is an effort underway to redirect storm water from
2nd/3rd Street down Boehm toward Pinch. 
What specifically is driving this initiative?
Can I please see a copy of the storm water impact study, verifying that no homeowners will be impacted by this
change?  
It should be noted that any addl water directed down Boehm will not flow all the way to Pinch Rd.
Water finds the path of least resistance, and this redirected water will likely flow down all the higher numbered streets
running downhill.  
Given that we routinely get large amounts of rain in storms, we are all dealing with storm water in our crawl spaces,
basements, etc. during those events.  Why is one portion of the community going to have even more water directed
our way? 

Why are there no details about this project documented in the B&G Minutes? 

I wish we had been able to ask for more detail on this plan at the meeting, but we were denied that opportunity. 

Thanks,
Karrie Hontz
309 7th Street










	REPORTS
	Superintendent Report
	Zoning Working Group
	Tree Committee
	Building Permit Application Review
	MGCA Projects
	On-Going B&G Tasks
	New Business


